AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

§648.52

net and general category scallop ves-
sels enrolled in the Area Access Pro-
gram as specified in §648.60, may not
fish with a trawl net in the Access
Areas specified in §648.59(b) through
().

(2) Replacement vessels. A vessel that
is replacing a vessel authorized to use
trawl nets to fish for scallops under
scallop DAS may also be authorized to
use trawl nets to fish for scallops under
scallop DAS if it meets the following
criteria:

(i) Has not fished for scallops with a
scallop dredge after December 31, 1987;
or

(ii) Has fished for scallops with a
scallop dredge on no more than 10 trips
from January 1, 1988, through Decem-
ber 31, 1994, has an engine horsepower
no greater than 450.

[69 FR 35215, June 23, 2004, as amended at 69
FR 63473, Nov. 2, 2004; 71 FR 33226, June 8,
2006; 72 FR 8288, Feb. 26, 2007; 72 FR 32558,
June 13, 2007; 73 FR 20122, Apr. 14, 2008; 74 FR
20554, May 4, 2009; 76 FR 43762, July 21, 2011]

§648.52 Possession and landing limits.

(a) A vessel issued an IFQ scallop per-
mit that is declared into the IFQ scal-
lop fishery as specified in §648.10(b), or
on a properly declared NE multispe-
cies, surfclam, or ocean quahog trip
and not fishing in a scallop access area,
unless as specified in paragraph (g) of
this section or exempted under the
state waters exemption program de-
scribed in §648.54, may not possess or
land, per trip, more than 600 1b (272.2
kg) of shucked scallops, or possess
more than 75 bu (26.4 hL) of in-shell
scallops shoreward of the VMS Demar-
cation Line. Such a vessel may land
scallops only once in any calendar day.
Such a vessel may possess up to 100 bu
(35.2 hL)) of in-shell scallops seaward of
the VMS demarcation line on a prop-
erly declared IFQ scallop trip, or on a
properly declared NE multispecies,
surfclam, or ocean quahog trip and not
fishing in a scallop access area.

(b) A vessel issued an NGOM scallop
permit, or an IFQ scallop permit that
is declared into the NGOM scallop fish-
ery as described in §648.62, unless ex-
empted under the state waters exemp-
tion program described under §648.54,
may not possess or land, per trip, more
than 200 1b (90.7 kg) of shucked, or 25 bu
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(8.81 hL) of in-shell scallops. Such a
vessel may land scallops only once in
any calendar day. Such a vessel may
possess up to 50 bu (17.6 hL) of in-shell
scallops seaward of the VMS demarca-
tion line on a properly declared NGOM
scallop fishery trip.

(c) A vessel issued an Incidental scal-
lop permit, or an IFQ or NGOM scallop
permit that is not declared into the
IFQ or NGOM scallop fishery as re-
quired under §648.10(f), unless exempted
under the state waters exemption pro-
gram described under §648.54, may not
possess or land, per trip, more than 40
1b (18.1 kg) of shucked, or 5 bu (1.76 hL)
of in-shell scallops. Such a vessel may
land scallops only once in any calendar
day. Such a vessel may possess up to 10
bu (3.52 hL) of in-shell scallops seaward
of the VMS Demarcation Line.

(d) Owners or operators of vessels
with a limited access scallop permit
that have properly declared into the
Sea Scallop Area Access Program as
described in §648.60 are prohibited from
fishing for or landing per trip, or pos-
sessing at any time, scallops in excess
of any sea scallop possession and land-
ing limit set by the Regional Adminis-
trator in accordance with §648.60(a)(5).

(e) Owners or operators of vessels
issued limited access permits fishing in
or transiting the area south of 42°20'N.
lat. at any time during a trip are pro-
hibited from fishing for, possessing, or
landing per trip more than 50 bu (17.6
hl) of in-shell scallops shoreward of the
VMS Demarcation Line, unless when
fishing under the state waters exemp-
tion specified under §648.54.

(f) A vessel that is declared into the
Sea Scallop Area Access Program as
described in §648.60, may not possess
more than 50 bu (17.6 hL) of in-shell
scallops outside of the Access Areas de-
scribed in §648.59(a) through (e).

(g) Possession limit to defray the cost of
observers in Access Areas for LAGC IFQ
vessels. An LAGC IFQ vessel with an ob-
server on board may retain, per ob-
served trip, up to 1 day’s allowance of
the possession limit allocated to lim-
ited access vessels, as established by
the Regional Administrator in accord-
ance with §648.60(d), provided the ob-
server set-aside specified in
§648.60(d)(1) has not been fully utilized.

530



Fishery Conservation and Management

For example, if the limited access ves-
sel daily possession limit to defray the
cost of an observer is 180 1b (82 kg), the
LAGC IFQ possession limit to defray
the cost of an observer would be 180 1b
(82 kg) per trip, regardless of trip
length.

[73 FR 20122, Apr. 14, 2008, as amended at 74
FR 20555, May 4, 2009; 75 FR 36569, June 28,
2010; 76 FR 43763, July 21, 2011]

§648.53 Acceptable biological catch
(ABC), annual catch limits (ACL),
annual catch targets (ACT), DAS al-
locations, and individual fishing
quotas (IFQ).

(a) Scallop fishery ABC. The ABC for
the scallop fishery shall be established
through the framework adjustment
process specified in §648.55 and is equal
to the overall scallop fishery ACL. The
ABC/ACL shall be divided as sub-ACLs
between limited access vessels, limited
access vessels that are fishing under a
limited access general category permit,
and limited access general category
vessels as specified in paragraphs (a)(3)
and (a)(4) of this section, after deduct-
ing the scallop incidental catch target
TAC specified in paragraph (a)(2) of
this section, observer set-aside speci-
fied in paragraph (g)(1) of this section,
and research set-aside specified in Sec-
tion 648.56(d). The ABC/ACL for the 2013
fishing year 1is subject to change
through a future framework adjust-
ment.

(1) ABC/ACL for fishing years 2011
through 2013 shall be:

(i) 2011: 27,269 mt.

(ii) 2012: 28,961 mt.

(iii) 2013: 28,700 mt.

(2) Scallop incidental catch target TAC.
The incidental catch target TAC for
vessels with incidental catch scallop
permits is 50,000 1b (22.7 mt) for fishing
years 2011, 2012, and 2013.

(38) Limited access fleet sub-ACL and
ACT. The limited access scallop fishery
shall be allocated 94.5 percent of the
ACL specified in paragraph (a)(1) of
this section, after deducting incidental
catch, observer set-aside, and research
set-aside, as specified in this paragraph
(a). ACT for the limited access scallop
fishery shall be established through the
framework adjustment process de-
scribed in §648.55. DAS specified in
paragraph (b) of this section shall be

§648.53

based on the ACTs specified in para-
graph (a)(3)(ii) of this section. The lim-
ited access fleet sub-ACL and ACT for
the 2013 fishing year are subject to
change through a future framework ad-
justment.

(i) The limited access fishery sub-
ACLs for fishing years 2011 through
2013 are:

(A) 2011: 24,954 mt.

(B) 2012: 26,537 mt.

(C) 2013: 26,293 mt.

(ii) The limited access fishery ACTs
for fishing years 2011 through 2013 are:

(A) 2011: 21,431 mt.

(B) 2012: 23,546 mt.

(C) 2013: 19,688 mt.

(4) LAGC fleet sub-ACL. The sub-ACL
for the LAGC IFQ fishery shall be
equal to 5.5 percent of the ACL speci-
fied in paragraph (a)(1) of this section,
after deducting incidental catch, ob-
server set-aside, and research set-aside,
as specified in this paragraph (a). The
LAGC IFQ fishery ACT shall be equal
to the LAGC IFQ fishery’s ACL. The
ACL for the LAGC IFQ fishery for ves-
sels issued only a LAGC IFQ scallop
permit shall be equal to 5 percent of
the ACL specified in paragraph (a)(1) of
this section, after deducting incidental
catch, observer set-aside, and research
set-aside, as specified in this paragraph
(a). The ACL for the LAGC IFQ fishery
for vessels issued only both a LAGC
IFQ scallop permit and a limited access
scallop permit shall be 0.5 percent of
the ACL specified in paragraph (a)(1) of
this section, after deducting incidental
catch, observer set-aside, and research
set-aside, as specified in this paragraph
(a). The LAGC ACLs for the 2013 fishing
year are default allocations and are
subject to change through a future
framework adjustment.

(i) The ACLs for fishing years 2011
through 2013 for LAGC IFQ vessels
without a limited access scallop permit
are:

(A) 2011: 1,320 mt.

(B) 2012: 1,404 mt.

(C) 2013: 1,391 mt.

(ii) The ACLs for fishing years 2011
through 2013 for vessels issued both a
LAGC and a limited access scallop per-
mits are:

(A) 2011: 132 mt.

(B) 2012: 140 mt.

(C) 2013: 139 mt.
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